


FINDINGS AND ALLEGED CIVIL VIOLATIONS

1. Milagre Lxploration is a (irm qualificd to do business in the State of Louistana with a
place of busmess located mn Houston, Texas. The Respondent 1s a person within the meaning of
Section 311(a)7) ol the Act, 33 U.S.C. §1321(a)(7).

2. Respondent is the owner/operator of an offshore facility within the meaning of Section
31T of the Act, 33 U.S.C. §1321{(a){ 1M, an oil preduction lacility, which is located mn St
Marti Parish, LA (facility).

3. Section 311{h)}3) of the Act prohibits the discharge of oif into or upon the navigable
waicrs of the United States or adjoining shorelines in such quantitics that have been determined
may be harmful to the public health or welfare or environment of the United States.

4. Tror purposes of Section 311(b)(3) and (b)(4) of the Act, 33 U.S5.C. §1321(b)(3) and
(b)(4), discharges of oil into or upon the navigable waters of the Umicd States in such quantities
that have been determined may be harmful to the public health or welfare or environment of the
United States are defined in 40 C.F.R. §110.3 to include discharges of oil that cause a film or a
sheen upon or discoloration of the surface of the water or adjoming shorelines.

5. On May 09, 2010, Respondent discharged 30 gallons of oil as defined m Section
311(a)( 1)y of the Act, 33 ULS.C. 81321}V ), and 40 C.F. R, §110.1, from 1ts facility into or upon
West Lake Verrct and adjoining shorelines.

6. West Lake Verret enters Big Fork Bayou; thenee Little Bayou Sorrel; thence the
Iniracoastal Waterway and is a navigable water of the United States as defined in Section 5(12(7}
of the Act, 33 U.S.C. §1362(7), and 40 C.F.R. §110.1.

7. Respondent's May (19, 2010, discharge of oil from 11s facility caused a sheen upon or
discoloration of the surface of West Luke Verret and adjoining shorelines and therefore, was in a
quantity that has been determined may be harmiul under 40 C F.R §110.3, which implements
Seetions 311(BY3) and (b)(4) of ihe Act.

8. Respondent's May 09, 2010, discharge of o1] from its facility into or upon West Lake
Verret and adjoining shorelines in a quantity that has been determined may be harmful under 40
C.F.R.§110.3 violated Section 31 1{D)(3) of the Act, Pursuant to Scetion 311(b)(6)(B)i) of the
Act, and 40 CFR 19 .4, the Respondent is liable for civil penalties of up to $11,000 per violation,
up to a maximum of $32,500.
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